
Estimating Machinery Costs 1.0: Producer Specific Inputs 
 
Efficient and informed machinery management is essential to the long-term profitability of any 
agricultural enterprise. Producers must evaluate both the economic benefits and the financial 
obligations associated with the equipment used in their operations. A clear understanding of 
machinery costs supports effective planning, budgeting, and decision making.  Machinery costs 
are generally categorized into two types: ownership (fixed) costs and operating (variable) costs. 
 
Ownership costs include depreciation, capital recovery, and expenses related to taxes, insurance, 
and housing. These costs remain relatively constant regardless of annual equipment usage. 
Operating costs, by contrast, are directly tied to machinery use and encompass repairs,  
maintenance, fuel, lubrication, and labor. 
 
Total equipment cost for a given field operation is determined by combining ownership and 
operating costs. While these costs are typically calculated on an hourly basis, they may be 
converted to a per acre cost by incorporating the machine’s effective field capacity, expressed in 
acres or tons per hour. 
 
This simplified calculator enables users to enter detailed machinery information for power units 
(tractors) and implements, or for self-propelled equipment. When used with accurate, operation 
specific data, the tool generates cost estimates tailored to the individual production system. All 
cost assumptions and supporting factors are derived from established standards published by the 
American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers (ASABE). 


